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Twin Lakes Preservation Association 

Mission Statement of the Twin Lakes Preservation Association 

The mission of the Twin Lakes Preservation Association is to maintain, protect, and enhance the quality of the 

lakes and surrounding area for future generations. We will accomplish this by education and the cooperative 

efforts of our members and the people of the surrounding area. 

Twin Lakes Preservation Association 

The Twin Lakes are located in the town of Chicog in Trego, Wisconsin and is part of the St Croix River 

watershed. They are situated on a large sandy area formed about 10,000 years ago by outwash from glaciers.  

The Twin Lakes have been here for thousands and thousands of years. In that time, they have developed and 

relied upon a complicated and stable set of connections between the living and nonliving things that maintain a 

flow of nutrients and energy between hundreds of different plants and animals living in balance in the lake and 

surrounding lands. Plants in the land and water provide animals food and oxygen. Animals provide waste 

materials that are needed by plants to grow, which allows the cycle to start over again.  

This complex pattern of food and nutrient exchange has been stable for several thousands of years. Our 

enjoyment of the lake today is a direct result of this set of dynamic and complex interrelationships and provides 

us with clean water in the lake, fish to catch, sunsets to savor, logs to burn and fresh pine scented air to enjoy. 

Our use of the land and water shifts easily to abuse if we fail to respect the established balance that exists and 

willfully destroy the complex and interdependent relationships in the water, air or land. 

Lakes, and especially very small lakes such as ours, are quite fragile and can be quickly aged (becoming 

“eutrophic”) by adverse human acts. Lakes can tolerate some level of development before they become 

eutrophic; however, different lakes have different tolerance levels. The Wisconsin DNR has developed a 3-fold 

classification system on which zoning regulations are based. Class 1 lakes (usually large and deep) are the most 

tolerant. Class 2 lakes, such as North and South Twin, are less so; Class 3 lakes, which are generally shallow and 

small such as Middle Lake, can tolerate only a minimum of development before the balance is tipped and they 

become severely degraded. Both the type and amount of human activity play a role in whether a lake remains 

healthy or becomes quickly eutrophic.  

The Twin Lakes Preservation Association (TLPA) was formed in 1994 by a group of local property owners 

working to maintain or enhance the quality of the water, wildlife and recreation at and around North Twin, 

South Twin and Middle Lakes. It is a lake association, which means that it differs from a lake district in that it 

does not have legislative powers. TLPA serves only to educate and inform all who use these lakes. TLPA is 

governed by an elected board of directors, with elections taking place at the annual meeting (generally in 

August). Membership is open to all persons who subscribe to the purposes of the Association and own real 

property within one mile of the Twin Lakes. TLPA publishes a newsletter 3-4 times a year in an effort to keep 

members informed of relevant issues, concerns and happenings. The Twin Lakes Preservation Association 

provides lake residents with an opportunity to work together to protect the character and quality of the lakes. 

All persons are strongly encouraged to join these efforts to preserve our unique and high-quality lakes. 
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Purpose of this Handbook 

The Handbook of Best Practices was compiled by a committee of Association members. It aims to provide 

information for lake property owners and users about the best practices for preserving the high quality physical 

and social environment we now enjoy. Voluntarily following these practices will not only maintain the good life 

of those of us who live here, as well as for our children and grandchildren, but it will also contribute significantly 

to maintaining property values.  

By “Best Practices” we mean those ways of using and modifying the natural environment that preserves or 

enhances it.  

We also mean adopting those social behaviors that contribute to a cooperative and civil community based on 

mutual respect. This Handbook is intended to be educational. We hope that all will see its value. Carrying out 

the Best Practices in this Handbook is left up to the citizens of the Twin Lakes community. 

 

Twin Lakes 

Located geologically on the Northwest Sands of Wisconsin, North Twin Lake, Middle Lake and South Twin Lake 

comprise a “chain”. North Twin has a surface area of 113 acres and a maximum depth of 20 feet at the deep hole 

in the northeast corner. Most of the lake is shallow with an average depth of 6 feet. Middle Lake is connected at 

its east end to North Lake by a shallow channel and a culvert. It is 21 acres and has a maximum depth of about 5 

feet.  Middle Lake is connected by a shallow channel to South Twin at its south end. Both channels can be dry 

during times of drought. South Twin is 115 acres with a maximum depth of 29 feet midway down the western 

shore. The average depth is 16 feet. North and South Twin Lakes have primarily sand bottoms; Middle Lake has 

a muck bottom. These are seepage lakes with some springs. There is a general flow of surface water from 

North, through Middle, to South. There appears to be a seepage outlet from South. Water clarity is generally 

high for lakes in this region and the aquatic community is currently in good health. The fishery includes 

northern pike, bass, bluegills, sunfish, crappies and a few walleye. Brad & Kay’s Campground has stocked 

walleye fingerlings and placed a series of fish cribs along the south shore of South Twin. 

Two forest types are merged here: the Oak-Pine Barrens and the Northern Pine Forest. Characteristic of the 

first is the scrub red oak and jack pine. Understory plants typically include bearberry, big leaf aster, blueberry 

and bergamot. Characteristic of the second are northern red pine and white pine with understory plants of bush 

honeysuckle, columbine, Soloman’s seal, poison ivy, hazel and service berry. Additionally, we see paper birch, 

aspen and a few balsam firs. Soils are sandy and acidic. Rare but present are moccasin flowers and trailing 

arbutus. 

Forty years ago, many lakeshores consisted of a few seasonal cabins on large lots, a few dirt roads, and lots of 

forest in between. Many lakes now have 5-10 times the number of shoreline homes that they did in the 1960’s. 

Today many lakes are surrounded by 3-4 bedroom, year-round homes on small lots with lawns, driveways and 

two-car garages. Areas once passed over for development are now being snapped up, often by large-scale 

commercial developers.  Development has resulted in property values increasing dramatically (over 400% in 

some areas) in the last decade. The following table reflects changes in the density of development for the Twin 

Lakes over the past 45 years. 
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Threats to Twin Lakes 

 

Threats to Twin Lakes Impact What can you do? 

Invasive Species:  
Eurasian Water Milfoil, Zebra 

Mussels, Purple Loosestrife 

introduced by transporting 

watercraft from lake to lake 

Reduce the natural diversity, upset 

natural biological web negatively 

impacting native plants, animals, 

birds, fish and insects 

Wash all items (boats, docks, equipment, 

toys) entering Lake Nancy from other water 

bodies thoroughly, be aware of possible 

invasion 

Poorly maintained septic systems 

Seepage of untreated sewage into 

the lake or groundwater, unpleasant 

odors, potential for disease spread. 

Know your septic system. Maintain, monitor 

and pump septic systems regularly. 

Shoreline erosion from disturbed 

shoreline, lack of plant buffer 

zones, wave action from boats. 

Loss of shoreline habitat, potential 

for shoreline collapse and loss of 

trees and increase of sediment. 

Disruption of shallow water plants 

and aquatic life. 

Use plant buffer zones, observe no wake in no 

wake zones and when close to shore. 

Unfiltered storm water runoff 

from paved surfaces 

Runoff can create erosion and carry 

contaminants and silt in to the lake 

Install rain gardens, minimize paved surfaces, 

create buffer zones and meander paths to 

slow flow of runoff. 

Climate change from greenhouse 

gas emissions from fossil fuel 

combustion. 

Burning of fossil fuels increases 

greenhouse gasses contributing to 

climate change. 

Reduce use of motors, electricity and fires. 

Chemicals:  
Household, automotive, pesticides 

and herbicides. 

Improper use allows chemicals to 

enter the water, land and air, posing 

a threat to fish, plants and animals 

Read and follow directions on products, 

reduce use of chemicals, consider non 

chemical alternatives, dispose of waste 

chemicals correctly. 

Forest fires Destruction of habitat, wildlife and 

property. 

Create a safe spot for campfires, maintain 

property to reduce potential for fire and 

develop adequate access for emergency 

vehicles. 
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 Best Practices 

Activity Best Practices 

Building Refer to Washburn County Zoning restrictions and permit requirements 

Shoreline State law requires the vegetation along your shoreline to be there. The vegetative 

buffer must be maintained to a minimum depth of 35-feet, measured from the 

water in a landward direction, or 25 feet less than the lake setback.  

 

You may partially clear a 30-foot wide viewing corridor and within that corridor you 

may clear a 4-foot-wide access path. 

Digging Before digging consult the Diggers’ Hotline (1-800-242-8511) to locate underground 

cables or gas lines. 

Septic System The law requires every septic system to be inspected and, if necessary, pumped at 

least  

once every three years from the date of installation. 

 

• Maintain effectiveness by having your septic system inspected professionally 

on a regular basis (at least once every 3 years). 

• If the system needs pumping, have it pumped by a professional contractor. 

• Do NOT use additives labeled as being for septic systems as they can actually 

be harmful. 

• Do NOT dump any household chemicals down the sink or toilet as they may 

kill the beneficial bacteria that break down the organic solids. 

• Do NOT put grease, coffee grounds, cigarettes, paper towels, tampons or 

disposable diapers down the drains. 

• Avoid driving or parking on the drain field to prevent compacting the soil. 

• Keep roots of trees and shrubs away from drain field pipes. 

• Avoid using a garbage disposal. 
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Drinking Water Everyone around the Twin Lakes is dependent on private wells to obtain their 

drinking water. These wells draw water from the groundwater. Shallow wells can be 

affected by seasonal changes in the amount of rainfall and may go dry during times 

of drought. Deeper wells often tap aquifers where the quantity of water remains 

relatively constant.  

 

Groundwater can be contaminated in several ways. Fertilizer, pesticides and 

herbicides, and failed septic systems are just a few sources of potential 

contamination. Each of us is a beneficiary of the groundwater. Protecting it is 

everyone’s responsibility. 

Wetlands Wetlands are any area where the water is at or near the ground surface long enough 

during the year to determine the types of plants that grow and influence the soils 

there. Wetlands are protected. It is illegal to fill a wetland or to dump refuse or yard 

waste into it. Before altering any wetland, contact the DNR to determine which uses 

are permitted. Any alteration requires a permit. 

Yardwork Properly cared for yards can have a place at the lake, providing a recreation area 

and aesthetic values. However, always remember that runoff into a lake from a lawn 

is ten  

times greater than runoff from a natural forest floor.  

 

• Remember that it all runs downhill. “Bag it now or swim in it later” is a 

good motto to keep in mind. Leaves, grass clippings, pine needles 

and their decay products end up in the lake. 
• If you fertilize, remember that spilled material on sidewalks and 

driveways can wash into the lake. 
• A leaky crankcase or sloppy oil change can also pollute the lake 

through runoff. 
• Washing cars in the driveway will leach soaps; wash the car on the 

lawn to keep pollutants out of the lake. 
• NEVER wash a car, RV, or ATV/UTV in the lake. It pollutes the lake 

and it is against the law. 

Burning Burning permits are required for everything but a campfire anytime the 

ground is not completely covered by snow. Contact Wisconsin DNR for 

annual burning permit – permits are free. 

 

• A “campfire” is defined by law as a “small fire used for cooking or 

warming a person.” Campfires should be built within a steel fire ring 

to keep the fire contained. Burning in a fire ring with the intent to 

eliminate debris requires a permit. 

• Firewood that is brought into an area can harbor serious pests. One 

such pest is the emerald ash borer which has already killed millions of 

trees. Because of this pest the DNR has imposed firewood restrictions 

on State properties. 
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Pets Washburn County requires all domestic animals to be restrained from running 

at large.  

 

• Dogs over 5 months old must be licensed (either by Washburn County 

or the county of your residence). The license year for Washburn 

County is from Jan. 1 to Dec. 31. Fees are paid to the township 

treasurer. 

• Cats are extremely destructive to birds and other wildlife when they 

are allowed to roam freely. It is also against the law to allow them to 

run unrestrained. 

ATVs and Snowmobiles There are many ATV and snowmobile trails throughout the county. Please 

stay on the designated trails, drive within the speed limits, and use caution at 

all times. Information and online registration for ATV’s and snowmobiles are 

available through the DNR (http://dnr.wi.gov/org/caer/cs/registration/wivrs). 

Lights / Lighting Perhaps the most visible and valued difference between the city and being up 

at the lake is that at the lake you can see the stars splayed out over the night 

sky. Unfortunately, there are fewer and fewer places on planet earth where 

the night sky is visible. Light pollution has become a significant fact of life 

over much of the earth. Dusk to dawn lights obscure our view of 

constellations, meteor showers, planets, and the landscape lit by the moon.  

Please minimize unnecessary light pollution. 

Noise One of the most important concerns listed by the respondents to our survey 

was noise. The natural sounds of the lake environment, such as the call of the 

loons, the cry of the eagles, coyotes on full moon nights, frogs singing in the 

spring, even the croak of the Great Blue Heron, are a special part of what 

makes northern lakes unique. 

 

• Obey the no-wake rules. Your boat or personal watercraft should 

create no wake and only minimal noise before 10 AM and after 5 PM. 

• Remember, sound carries easily over water, and a radio or loud voices 

can be heard all over the lake. 

Fireworks Setting off fireworks is regulated by law and requires a permit from the Town 

Chairman.  

 

It is illegal to set off fireworks at boat landings. 

Renting your Cabin / Home Washburn County and the town of Chicog have regulations for short-term 

rentals of a private cabin/home. Check with the Washburn County Zoning 

Office before you rent your cabin/home. 
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Boating Regulations All citizens are guaranteed the right to boat on our lakes. However, boating is 

subject to legal restrictions. According to state law, townships may regulate 

boating including restrictions on speed, on certain types of boating activities 

in specified parts of the lake, and during specified hours of the day or week. 

The County Sheriff is responsible for enforcement although he may delegate 

that power to other agencies. DNR wardens may also enforce boating 

regulations. Local boat patrols or constables must consist of law enforcement 

officers duly trained and authorized. Citizens may, however, politely provide 

information regarding the regulations to those they see violating them and 

they are encouraged to report persistent violators. 

On Middle Lake there is no wake at any time (State Law). 

 

On South and North Twin Lakes there is no wake before 10 AM and after 5 

PM. 

• The lakes are a kind of playing field where fast power boats and 

personal watercraft, slow moving canoes and fishing boats, and 

swimmers all play in close proximity, making attention to safety a 

high priority. Where, when and how fast a watercraft may be 

operated is regulated by state and local law. 

• It is illegal to operate a watercraft if one is legally intoxicated. 

• On all Wisconsin Lakes there is no wake within 100 feet of shore for 

powerboats and within 200 feet of shore for personal watercraft. No 

wake is defined as “the slowest possible speed at which you can still 

steer your boat.” This applies to North and South Twin Lakes. 

• There is no wake within 100 feet of any other boat, any swimmer or 

any swim raft. 

• When skiing or towing tubes, all boats should travel counter-

clockwise around the lake to avoid head-on confrontations. There 

must also be a second person (“spotter”) watching the tow. 

• Each boat must have a personal flotation device for each person in 

the boat. 

• It is illegal to harass loons or any wildlife with a boat or personal 

watercraft. 

• Leave nothing behind but your ripples. Do not throw cigarette butts, 

bottles, cans or any other litter into the lake. 

 



12 

 

Invasive Species 

What To Know 

• Invasive species are plants, fish and animals 
that are not native to our area and can 
cause harm to our environment 

• Invasives can grow and spread quickly, 
reducing shelter and food sources for 
animals, reducing their population, 
displacing wildflowers and harming wildlife.  

• Invasive insects and diseases can weaken 
and kill trees. 

• Invasives upset the natural balance of plants 
and animals, harming the entire ecosystem. 

• It is illegal to knowingly transport or sell 
invasive species in Wisconsin 

 Wisconsin Invasives 

(besides Zebra Mussels and Eurasian Watermilfoil) 

• Narrow Leaf Cattail infests many swamps 
and overtakes native cattails 

• Creeping Charlie is a common lawn invader 
• Honeysuckle is a popular home for ticks 
• Spiny Water Flea invading the Great Lakes 
• Silver Carp are spreading up the Mississippi 

River system 
• Curly-Leaf Pondweed chokes small lakes 
• Purple Loosestrife fills wetlands, prevents 

other plants from growing 
• Wild Parsnip leaves painful blisters on 

contact with skin and then exposed to sun 
 

 

Property owners are a critical part of controlling the impact of invasive species in Twin  

Lakes. We can easily give a new species a ‘ride’ into our watershed without even knowing it.  

A few simple steps can help prevent their spread in our area and allow our native species  

to thrive. 

 

 

Preventing Invasives: 

 

• Learn to identify the invasive we are most concerned about: Eurasian Water Milfoil  
and Zebra Mussels 

• Report suspected zebra mussels to TLPA or DNR 

• Report thick, matted ‘beds’ of EWM to TLPA 

• Educate your friends, neighbors and renters about the threats presented by  

invasive species 

• Use the disinfection station at the landing for all watercraft entering the lake (required by law) 

• Wash all items that are entering Twin Lakes that have been in another body of water 

• Do not release unused baitfish, leeches or other bait into the lake. Dispose in the trash. 

• Do not bring other lake water into Lake Nancy. Empty bilge water, bait buckets  

and fish wells 

• When landscaping, choose native species 

• Consider removal of any invasive species from your landscape 

• Don’t import firewood. Use a local source to prevent importing insects or plant diseases. 
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Water Quality Testing 

Maintaining high water quality is a crucial goal 

for TLPA. In addition to being healthier and 

more attractive, research shows that the value 

of lake property diminishes as water quality 

deteriorates. As a part of a Wisconsin 

Department of Natural Resources program 

TLPA volunteers started testing the water in 

2000. The measurements are taken biannually 

and reported to the DNR.  

 

Water clarity is assessed with a Secchi disk 

which is a black and white, disc that volunteers 

lower into the water until it cannot be seen. The 

number of feet at which it is not visible is 

recorded. The higher the reading the clearer 

the water. The average reading for North Twin 

is 4.2m, South Twin 5.0m, and Middle Twin was 

clear to bottom. These readings compare very 

favorably to lakes in our region. 

 

Chlorophyll and Phosphorus are 

indicators of the quality of the water. 

Lakes that are subject to agricultural 

and/or septic runoff or leakage show 

high readings. Also, shallow lakes are 

subject to more algae development and 

higher chlorophyll readings. As the 

summer progresses some algae does 

bloom, especially in the shallower parts 

of the lakes and the readings reflect 

that. Annual readings show that the 

Twin Lakes continue to be in good 

shape compared to other lakes in the 

NW Region of the state. 

 

Water temperature. Readings are taken 

biannually in consistent locations across the 

lakes and at different depths. The warmer the 

water, the more likely it is that algae will 

develop. 

 

 

 

Secchi Disk 
 
 
 

  

How can we protect the water quality of the lake? 

 

• Do not mow near the shore 

• Keep a native plant barrier along the shore 

• Make sure your septic tank is in good shape 

• Prevent runoff of fertilizers, oil and gasoline 

• Do not use fertilizer near the shore 
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Healthy Lakes 

We are fortunate that the Twin Lakes have 

excellent water quality and a great diversity of 

plant and fish life. We can all help to maintain our 

great swimming, fishing and wildlife viewing by 

keeping the water clean and free of chemical 

pollutants. All the water in the lake comes from 

rain or runoff from our yards and shoreline. Here 

are some practices that can help reduce chemical 

runoff from your property and preserve our great 

lake. 

 

• Rain gardens create spaces for the collection of 

runoff and the slow absorption of pollutants and 

silt. 

 

• Reduce or eliminate fertilizer and chemical use 

on your property. Runoff from your application 

feeds the aquatic plants and algae leading to lower 

water quality and excessive weed growth. Plus, 

faster growing, thicker lawns need more mowing, 

which is more work! 

 

• Keep your lawn small. Mowing is work, and who 

comes to the lake to work? In addition, motorized 

mowing introduces pollutants to the air, decreases 

diversity and the potential for erosion and runoff 

of undesirable materials in the lake. 

 

• Restore native plants, increasing animal habitat 

and reducing need for mowing. 

 

• Cut grass to 3” and leave the clippings on the 

lawn. 

 

• Minimize paved surfaces (walkways, driveways, 

etc.) to allow rain to soak into soil. 

 

• Divert runoff from direct flow into the lake, 

increasing opportunity for filtering through soil. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Healthy Lakes Grant Program 
 

Healthy Lakes includes five simple and 

inexpensive best practices that improve habitat 

and water quality on your lakeshore property. 

Healthy Lakes encourage do-it-yourselfers to use 

these practices.  

 

There is a Wisconsin Department of Natural 

Resources (DNR) Healthy Lakes grant for funding 

assistance. A requirement of grant-funded 

projects is a signed contract stating the lakeshore 

property owner will maintain the project for at 

least 10-years 

 

 

Interested in grant funding?  
TLPA is an eligible partner with an eligible grant 

applicant for funding. Please contact us at our 

website for more information. 
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Septic 

Septic systems are used to collect and treat home waste 

water. Proper maintenance of your system impacts the 

water health of both the Twin Lakes and your personal 

drinking water. The extent of this impact depends on how 

well your septic system is maintained and if it is used 

properly. A well-maintained septic system: 

 

• Keeps pollutants out of the watershed 

• Prevents the spread of harmful pathogens and  

disease-causing bacteria 

• Maintains the value of your home 

 

 Signs of System Failure 
 

Septic systems generally give little warning 

that they are about to fail. However, the 

following symptoms often indicate that the 

system is becoming clogged: 

 

Sewage odor near the septic tank  

or drain field. 

 

Fixtures and toilets draining more slowly or 

even backing up. 

 

Sewage on the ground or over the  

drain field as indicated by wet  

spongy ground or ponding of a  

grayish black liquid. 

 

Excessive weed or algae growth  

in the water near the shore or  

well water. 

 

 
Following these guidelines can help your septic system 
to be effective and have a long life: 
 

• Have your septic system inspected every three years. 

• Pump your system every 1 - 3 years (frequency depends on 

the amount of water run through the system on a yearly 

basis). 

• Do not overload the system. Early morning and bedtime 

are peak water use times. Run dishwashers and washing 

machines at other times of the day. and practice water 

conservation. 

• Do not dispose of the following into a septic system: coarse 

organic matter, vegetable trimmings, coffee grounds, 

cigarette butts, tampons, diapers, condoms, baby wipes, 

etc. 

• Use of a garbage disposal may shorten a drain field life. 

Home composting is an excellent alternative. 

• Fats and grease like cooking oil, bacon grease, etc., can 

clog the drain field. 

• Chemicals such as pesticides, disinfectants, motor oil, 

acids, medicines, paint and paint thinners, etc. will reduce 

the effectiveness of the system. 

• Do not drive vehicles or build structures over either the 

septic tank or drain field. These activities may cause cracks 

in the piping or tanks. 

• Practice water conservation, fix leaks and drips, and install 

“low flow” fixtures when replacing old plumbing. 

• Do not plant deep rooted trees or shrubs over the drain 

field. Roots cause physical damage and plug the drain field. 

 

 

  

 

 

One of the biggest threats to water quality 

is the undetected, failing septic system.  

 

Most septic failures are not obvious and 

may be the result of an inadequate bio mat 

(for filtration), high soil permeability 

(sandy), high groundwater table, bedrock 

restriction, etc. 
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Shoreline Protection 

Whether you are considering new construction or renovation, 

building setbacks and the lakeshore buffer zone are two key 

components in maintaining the health of the Twin Lakes.  

Currently, the minimum setback for buildings is 75 feet from 

the Ordinary High-Water Mark (OHWM) for lakeshore 

property. Additionally, there is a Vegetation Protection Zone 

35 feet back from the OHWM. You are allowed to have a clear 

cut 35% of total lake frontage. See drawing below that 

illustrates these items:  

 

 

 
   

 

 

  

What is a buffer zone? 

A buffer zone is a strip of natural vegetation 

along a shoreline. Good buffers have multiple 

layers, including a groundcover,                          

shrubs, and trees. 

   Benefits of maintaining a buffer zone:  

• Provides a pleasing view of your property 

from the lake 

•  Reduces need for mowing, increasing 

relaxation time! 

• Filters runoff from your yard and 

driveway  

• Encourages wildlife habitat  

• Reduces erosion  

• Can discourage geese from coming 

ashore on your property. Geese love to 

graze on mowed grass where no 

predators can hide!  

 

Always check with Washburn County zoning                                  

to confirm current regulations.  
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Wildlife 

Loons & Other Water birds 

The Twin Lakes are fortunate to be a home for the common 

loon which is in the “protected” bird classification. Our lake is 

surveyed annually for a count of loons by a “Loon Ranger” who 

reports sightings to LoonWatch (a part of the Sigurd Olson 

Environmental Institute at Northland College). In 2 of the past 

4 years loons have been successful at raising at least 1 chick on 

the Twin Lakes. 

  

 
 

Other avian friends such as great blue herons, 

green herons, mallards, wood ducks and 

spotted sandpipers can be spotted. In addition, 

during the spring and fall migration, many 

other water birds and shoreline birds can be 

seen: 

• Ducks: Ring-billed, Greater and Lesser 

scaup, Buffleheads, Goldeneyes  

• Mergansers: Hooded, Common, red-

breasted  

• Grebes: Pied billed, eared, horned 

Others: Ring-billed gulls, Forster’s 

terns, willets, dunlins, white pelican 

and trumpeter swans  

Numerous shore birds make the Twin Lakes 

home and many others pass through during 

migration. At least 90 species of birds have 

been recorded in addition to the water birds. 

Common residents include:  

• Crows 

• Blue jays 

• Eagles 

• Ospreys 

• Swallows 

• Chickadees 

• Thrushes 

• Turkey 

• Ruffed Grouse 

• Robins 

• Woodpeckers 

• Vireos 

• Sparrows 

• Finches 

• Woodcock 

• Nuthatches 

• Numerous warblers and other 

songbirds  

 

How to Help the Loons 

• Watch loons from at least 200’ away 

• Give nesting loons even more space of nests.  

• Stay especially clear of loons when they have chicks  

• Do not use lead fishing sinkers as loons and other 

water birds ingest them, which can be fatal  

• Clean up fishing gear and line! Loons can swallow or 

become tangled in fishing line thrown in the water.  

• DO NOT fish when loons are near your boat. 

• Keep dogs and cats away from loons  

• Never chase loons in a boat or run motorboats or 

personal watercraft over areas where loons have just 

been seen.  

• Staying still and quiet while loons are nearby can 

provide you with a unique and beautiful experience as 

loons swim and dive nearby 
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Wildlife continued 

Amphibians and Reptiles 

The Twin Lakes and the surroundings are also home to a 

variety of frogs, salamanders and amphibians such as 

the American toad and several frogs: boreal chorus, 

spring peeper, treefrog, green, leopard and wood. There 

are crayfish in the shallow water as well as several 

species of turtles: painted, spiny softshell and snapping 

turtles. Snakes also are often seen in and around the 

lake. Common species are the hog snake, water snake 

and garter snake. The good news is: there are no 

poisonous snakes in Northern Wisconsin!  

 

 
 

Aquatic Vegetation 

Common Twin Lakes aquatic plants include:          

Fern Pondweed, Large Leafed Pond weed, Water 

Shield, Spike rush, Common Water weed, and Wild 

Celery. 

Macrophyte or plant community (all too often 

called “weeds”); showed a diverse and healthy 

community with no population of exotics such as 

Eurasian Milfoil. The distribution of plants is 

good providing habitat and food for the fish 

population.  

 

Note: while not mentioned in the reports, an 

exception does occur in the north bay of North 

Twin Lake where weed choking and 

sedimentation are a significant problem for 

property owners; and Middle Twin Lake may be 

on the verge of experiencing overabundant 

weed growth. These areas require further study. 

 

 

 

Furry Friends 

In recent decades black bears have become increasingly 

common in our area. While they are not normally 

considered a threat to humans, be wary of them in the 

spring since they come out of their hibernation dens 

very hungry. It is especially important to avoid mother 

bears with cubs for both humans and dogs! Do not get 

between a cub and a mother bear. Other good ideas to 

avoid confrontations or problems with bears include 

limiting bird feeding in the spring and storing your 

garbage in an inaccessible location. In addition to other 

common mammals like mice, deer, rabbits and 

squirrels, you may also see some of less common and 

more reclusive species such as; Wolves, coyotes, foxes, 

otters, beavers, fishers, mink, bats, porcupines and 

bobcat. 

 

 



19 

 

Fishing 

With its wide range of aquatic habitats, there are a variety 

of fish to be found in the Twin Lakes. Catch and release 

fishing for bass is open year-round unless otherwise 

noted. Motor trolling is allowed with up to 3 hooks, baits 

or lures per angler. Anyone 16 or older must have a valid 

Wisconsin fishing license, whether fishing from a boat 

dock or shoreline!  

There are still a few Musky left from an attempt many 

years ago to stock them in the lake. There are also Perch, 

Rock bass, Bullheads and Sucker present. The state 

website lists Smallmouth as being present, but there have 

been no local reports of them being caught.  

In collaboration with the Wisconsin DNR and the St Croix 

Tribe of the Chippewa Natural Resources Council, TLPA 

stocked Walleye in the lake for several years. While there 

are walleye present in the lake, there is only limited 

reproduction and the fish are of relatively small size. We 

continue to explore options in to develop a stable walleye 

fishery.  

 

  

Common Fish in Twin Lakes 

• Bluegill  

 

• Largemouth Bass 

 

• Northern Pike 

 

• Crappie  

 

• Walleye  

 

 
 

Illustrations by Virgil Beck 

In Wisconsin it is the law: 

• To inspect boats, trailers and equipment for 

aquatic plants, animals and mud. 

• To remove all attached aquatic plants, animals 

and mud before launching and before leaving the 

water access and dispose in the  trash 

• To drain all water from your boat, motor, bilge, 

live wells, bait containers and all equipment 

before leaving the water access. 

• To never move plants or live fish away from a 

waterbody. 

• To buy minnows from a Wisconsin licensed bait 

dealer and dispose of any unused minnows in the 

trash. 

• Ice Fishing:  

o It is illegal to leave tip-ups unattended 

when ice fishing. 
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Boats, Docks and Rafts 

Common Courtesy for Fellow Lake Owners 

• Do not operate a boat at high speed near other boats, 

including fishing boats, pontoons or kayaks.  

• Do not fish around swimmers or the docks of lake residents 

when they are present.  

• Sound carries across water well. Please keep the noise on 

your boat down.  

• Make sure that skiers and people on tubes are not too close 

to docks, rafts or swimmers.  

• When entering areas thick with aquatic vegetation keep 

speed and disturbance to a minimum to avoid damaging 

native plants.  

• Treat all equipment... skis, toys, paddles, nets, ropes that 

had contact with other lake water. Zebra mussel larvae are 

microscopic, so do not assume they are clean. Take care to 

remove all weeds/vegetation.  

No wake areas: 

No wake is when a watercraft operates at the slowest speed 

possible while still maintaining steerage.  

No wake zones are in place within 100 feet of the shoreline and 

other boats. This zone is extended to 200 feet for personal 

watercraft. 

Middle Lake: No wake at any time (State Law). 

South and North Twin Lakes: No wake before 10 AM and 

after 5 PM. 

 

 Common Boating Rules 

• One life preserver per person is required for 

all boats. All children under age 13 must wear a 

US Coast Guard approved life jacket. Anyone 

operating personal watercraft is required to 

wear a life preserver.  

• You must be at least 12 years of age to 

operate a motorboat greater than 25 

horsepower. Children under age 12 cannot 

operate a motorboat of more than 6 

horsepower unless accompanied by a person 

age 18 or older.  

• A person who was born on or after Jan.1, 

1989, and who is 16 years old or older may 

operate a motorboat only if they have 

completed a boating course accepted by the 

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources or 

is accompanied by a person at least 18 years 

old holding a valid boating safety certificate.  

• A person of at least 12 years old may only 

operate a Personal Watercraft if they have 

completed a boating course as stated above. 

• Boats towing water skiers, wake boarders or 

tubers are required to have a spotter.  

• Boats operating at night must have lights for 

safety.  

• Boats must be legally registered. 

 

 

Docks and Swim Rafts 

Permanent structures remove habitat, change the flow of 

water and can increase erosion around the structure. Use good 

judgement when placing them in the water. For guidance when 
installing a new dock, visit https://dnr.wi.gov/ permits/water/ .  

A permit is required for any swim raft over 38” high above the 

water or 200 sq. ft (including diving boards, ramps, slides and 

accessories). Consider yellow reflectors for each side of rafts so 

they can be spotted at night.  
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Lake Road Safety 

The lake roads around the Twin Lakes are very active 

with vehicles and pedestrians.  

Many of the roads are used by residents for exercise 

walks and walking pets. Several roads have advisory 

postings of 15 mph for safety.  

Please pay attention to the posted speed limits for the 

safety of our lake residents and the children! The lake 

roads may also be posted as ATV/UTV routes.  

 

  

Remember 

As a reminder all riders born after Jan. 1, 1988 and 

over the age of 12 for ATV (and age 16 for UTV) must 

complete an approved ATV safety course and carry a 

Wisconsin ATV and UTV Safety certificate with them 

while riding on public lands.  

Children under the age of 12 are not allowed to 

operate such vehicles even if accompanied with an 

adult.  

Posted speed limits are to be followed.  

One rule of courtesy is to keep speeds under 10 mph 

when going along road routes that are densely 

populated with driveways and dwellings.  
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Fire Safety 

Fire Safety 

A campfire can be an important part of being at the lake, but 

it is critical that it is done safely. Small recreational campfires 

for warming or cooking purposes do not require a permit.  

Follow these guidelines for a safe and fun fire: 

• NEVER leave a fire unattended. 

• Burn in a fire pit or fire ring. 

• Keep dead grass, leaves and other combustibles away from 

the fire ring. 

• If local conditions are very dry and windy DO NOT burn. 

• Have a source of water and a shovel or rake nearby when 

enjoying the fire. 

• Drown the fire with water, stir the ashes and assure it is out 

before you leave it.  

 

 

 Adequate Driveway Access 

If there is a forest fire, fire trucks and 

equipment may need to get to your home 

and be able to turn around and leave.  

Maintain a roadway that has a minimum 

vegetative clearance that is 20 feet wide and 

15 feet high 

Provides a turnaround within 75 feet of the 

building that will allow a 30-foot long fire 

truck to turn around. 

Keep your red fire number sign clear with the 

address number of the dwelling it serves. 

Remember that even small steps that you 

take to protect your home and property will 

make them that much more able to 

withstand fire. These additional precautions 

can help make your property safer:  

Create a 30-foot safety zone around your 

home free of flammable brush or vegetation. 

Replace highly flammable vegetation with 

lower growing, less flammable species. 

• Pile firewood 25 feet or greater away 

from any structure.  

• Prune branches and shrubs to at least 

15 feet away from chimneys.  

• Remove tree limbs within 6-10 feet 

from the ground.  

• Clear the area of leaves, brush, dead 

limbs and fallen trees.  

• Use care when refueling garden 

equipment.  

• Store and use flammable liquids 

properly.  

• Dispose of smoking materials 

carefully.  

Burning Permits 

In Washburn County if you are burning debris, you need to 

have a burning permit. 

Check before burning: After 11 a.m. on the day you wish to 

burn, check the daily burning restrictions or call the burn 

hotline 1-888-WIS-BURN (1-888-947- 2876) or DNR website 

to learn if there are restrictions or bans in place in our area.  

Fire conditions change quickly, so it’s important to check 

each day you burn.  
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